Learning Beyond at Evergreen

What?

Using places other than the classroom for teaching and learning including visitors including virtual ones, in your
school grounds; visiting local places - religious buildings, shops and natural spaces; and further afield on day
visits to museums, heritage sites, theatres, field and adventure centres and for residentials.

We are Evergreen \
Citizens. We are safe,
respectful and
caring!
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Why?

Helps to improve social mobility, giving children new and exciting experiences that inspire them to reach
their true potential. These real world experiences raise aspirations, equipping young people with the skills
they need to become active and responsible citizens and shape a fit and motivated workforce.

Addresses educational inequality, re-motivating children who do not thrive in the traditional classroom
environment, such as those from disadvantaged backgrounds or with Special Educational Needs. Young
people who experience learning outside the classroom as a regular part of their school life benefit from
increased self esteem, and become more engaged in their education both inside and outside the classroom
walls.

Supports improved standards back INSIDE the classroom, raising attainment, reducing truancy and
improving discipline. Learning outside the classroom is known to contribute significantly to raising
standards & improving pupils’ personal, social & emotional development.



Learning Beyond at Evergreen

Learning outside the classroom can significantly enhance oracy skills for our children for several reasons:

Engagement and Motivation: Outdoor learning often involves hands-on, interactive activities that engage students more
deeply than traditional classroom settings. This increased engagement can encourage children to participate more actively
in discussions, thereby practicing and improving their speaking and listening skills

Real-World Context: Being in a natural or real-world environment provides children with a wealth of new vocabulary and
contexts to discuss. This can help them articulate their thoughts more clearly and relate their learning to real-life situations

Collaborative Learning: Outdoor activities often require teamwork and collaboration. This setting encourages children to
communicate effectively with their peers, negotiate roles, and solve problems together, which are all crucial components
of oracy.

Confidence Building: Speaking in an outdoor setting can be less intimidating than in a formal classroom. The informal
environment can help children feel more comfortable expressing their ideas and opinions, thereby boosting their
confidence in speaking.

Physical Activity and Well-being: Physical activity associated with outdoor learning can improve overall well-being, which
in turn can positively affect cognitive functions, including language skills. A relaxed and happy child is more likely to engage
in conversations and express themselves better
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How?

Using the EPA grounds effectively

Using the local area effectively

Enriching our children’s experiences (EPA promise)

Enriching children’s experiences through visitors (virtual and in person)

Enriching subject specific areas (trips)



School grounds . .
- Outdoor classroom Local but needing train

- Field - Bristol Museums
- Playground - Severn Beach
- Courtyard - Art gallery
- Reading area DT
- Woodland
- Nature reserve
- Bug hotel

- Clifton Downs
- Seaside (Weston)
- Field study

- Vegetable garden

Immediately outside school
- I3

- Empire fighting chance
- Mina Road park

- St Mark’s Road shops

- City farm Local but needing coach
- Easton Leisure Centre - Aerospace

- Eastville Park - Wild Place

- St Paul’s Adventure Playground - Slimbridge

- Religious

, - Work place and attractions
- Felix road adventure playground

U A
A Overnight stays
- Adventure activities in more
2 remote/wild places
‘ - Camp
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Forest School

at Evergreen Primary Academy



Introduction

At Evergreen Primary Academy, all children will have the opportunity to
attend on site Forest School sessions.

Each term, one year group (Reception — Year 5) will have a weekly
afternoon Forest School session. Year 6 will have day / 2 half days of
Forest School skills at the end of the summer term.

In addition to this, children will be able to attend an after school
Outdoor Club.

21y

Primary Academy




Forest School Ethos

There are many forms of outdoor education, and all have enormous value, however, Forest School is unique in
its reach, delivery and effect. The six key principles that shape and govern the Forest School ethos are:

Forest School is a long-term process of regular sessions, rather than one-off or infrequent visits; the cycle of
planning, observation, adaptation and review links each session.

Forest School takes place in a woodland or natural environment to support the development of a lifelong
relationship between the learner and the natural world.

Forest School uses a range of learner-centred processes to create a community for being, development and
learning.

Forest School aims to promote the holistic development of all involved, fostering resilient, confident,
independent and creative learners.

Forest School offers learners the opportunity to take supported risks appropriate to the environment and to
themselves.

Forest School is run by qualified Forest School practitioners, who continuously maintain and develop their
professional practice.

It is only when we see the six principles working together do we truly see the value of Forest School. 04 “
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A
Forest school oracy o

Forest schools are excellent for fostering communication and collaboration among children for several reasons:

1. Natural Setting: The outdoor environment provides a relaxed and stimulating backdrop that encourages children
to communicate more freely and openly. The natural setting can reduce stress and anxiety, making it easier for
children to express themselves

2. Teamwork and Problem-Solving: Many activities in forest schools require teamwork, such as building shelters,
navigating trails, or creating nature art. These tasks necessitate clear communication, role negotiation, and
collaborative problem-solving

3. Child-Led Learning: Forest schools emphasize child-led exploration and learning. This approach allows children to
take initiative, ask questions, and share ideas with their peers, fostering a collaborative learning environment

4. Social Interaction: The informal and dynamic nature of forest school activities promotes social interaction.
Children learn to listen to each other, take turns, and work together towards common goals, which are essential
skills for effective communication and collaboration

5. Confidence Building: Engaging in outdoor activities can boost children's confidence. As they overcome challenges
and succeed in tasks, they become more confident in their abilities to communicate and collaborate with others

6. Diverse Learning Experiences: The variety of activities in forest schools, from storytelling to exploring ecosystems,
provides numerous opportunities for children to practice and enhance their communication skills in different
contexts
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Forest School Learners

Underpinning the six key principles are some positive core beliefs.

These can be summarised as, learners are all:

« equal, unique and valuable

e competent to explore & discover

e entitled to experience appropriate risk and challenge

e entitled to choose, and to initiate and drive their own learning and development
e entitled to experience regular success

e entitled to develop positive relationships with themselves and other people

e entitled to develop a strong, positive relationship with their natural world

Forest School’s learner-centred approach interweaves with the ever-changing moods and marvels, potential
and challenges of the natural world through the seasons to fill every Forest School session and programme
with discovery and difference. This makes each session and every experience a valuable one. ¢ 8 “
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Forest School Timetable

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 1 Year 2 Reception

Each year group will have up to 6 Forest School sessions depending
on term dates. Sessions will not run in the first week of Term 1 or the
last week of Term 2.

Forest School sessions will run from 1pm — 3pm on a Thursday.
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Staffing

At Evergreen Primary Academy, all Forest School sessions will be run by
our Forest School Leader - Miss Goodfellow.

Miss Goodfellow holds a Level 3 Certificate for Forest School and is First
Aid trained.

Forest School sessions will also be supported by an LSA (who is also
first aid trained) and any 1:1 adults.

Class teachers in Reception — Year 5 will be expected to lead Real PE
and Guided Reading for Miss Goodfellow's class, and also oversee their
Bristol Robins Athletes session.
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Clothing

Children will be expected to come to school dressed ready for their Forest
School session.

Children must wear old clothes that will get dirty. Ideally these should be
long sleeved t-shirts, jumpers and trousers / jogging bottoms / leggings. NO
jeans.

Children will also need to wear sensible shoes — wellington boots or old
trainers.

Children should also bring a woolly hat, scarf, gloves, a waterproof coat and
any extra layers (including socks).

If it is very warm (usually Term 5 and 6), a sun hat and sun cream will be
required instead of lots of warm layers.
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Where will Forest School take place?

Evergreen Primary Academy Forest School sessions will usually take
place in our school grounds.

o . WP

wooded Forest School area

school playing field
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Rules and routines

We are the guests of the Forest School.
Leave no trace.

No lick!
No pick!

No chicken wings!
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